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WE LIKE BIKE

The last time we allowed someone to borrow a bike, it
was on a playground. That nasty bully never returned
it, and we lost not just our favorite pair of wheels, but
also a totally awesome collection of Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles decals. (“Cowabunga!” we did not
exclaim.) Thankfully, as older, wiser adults, we have
established rules for ride sharing. Witness Hubway, a
city-created system that applies the Zipcar approach
to pedal-powered transportation: by mid-summer,
more than 600 bikes will be placed at 61 solar-
powered kiosks throughout Boston, where Hubway
members can unlock bikes for use before returning
them to another station. (An $85 annual membership
gets you unlimited rides under 30 minutes, with
surcharges for added time. One-day passes are just
$5.) Cambridge, Somerville, and Brookline are all
considering joining the Boston-birthed program in the
fall or early 2012. The eco-friendly initiative maintains
Boston's steady momentum in an increasingly bike-
friendly direction, one becoming more evident even to
tourists: Ames (1 Court Street, Boston, 617.979.8100)
just became the latest Hub hotel to offer guests
complimentary bikes to use around town, joining spots
like the Liberty Hotel, Hotel Marlowe, and the Charles
Hotel by adding a fleet of city-friendly PUBLIC bikes to
its amenities. And on Sunday, June 12, anyone with a
set of wheels (and a pair of strong calves) can support
cycling efforts in the 24th annual Bike-A-Thon. Pedal-
pushers will raise funds for the nonprofit Bikes Not
Bombs during 15-, 25-, and 65-mile rides, which will
end with an after-party at the Green Roots Festival, a
music- and food-filled party in Jamaica Plain that will
run from noon to 5:30 p.m. To register and learn more,
visit bikesnotbombs.org.

— Scott Kearnan

PRESS YOUR LUCK

Gambling is largely a matter of chance, of course. And what are the chances that the Hub would be hosting not one, not two, but four casino-related fundraisers
in just over a week? That’s like a three-cherries-in-a-row level of rarity. The games begin on Wednesday, June 1, with a chance to make some high-profile

new poker buddies during the Texas Hold ’em Poker Tourney, going down from 6 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Ned Devine’s (1 Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Boston,
617.248.8800). Proceeds benefit Pitching in for Kids, a non-profit that supports youth-oriented community projects, and Sox players Tim Wakefield and Jason
Varitek are among the athletes heading up tables. Grab a seat beside them for $250 at pitchinginforkids.org, or snag a $100 general-admission ticket that will

let you sip cocktails, graze through a buffet from local restaurants, browse auction items, and pray that the Sox have better luck at the poker table than they've
been having on the field.

On Thursday, June 2, move on to The Estate (1 Boylston Place, Boston, 617.351.7000) for Waltham House Casino Night. From 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., Boston's
queens of clubs will dance to music from DJ Gay Jim of KISS 108 and then hit the roulette and blackjack tables to benefit the Home for Little Wanderers’ '
Waltham House, one of only three residential group homes for LGBTQ youth in the country. Tickets are $50 in
advance at thehome.org/casinonight and $60 at the door.

But save some cash for Sunday, June 5, when Casino Night 2011 will bring more
Vegas-style table games and auction items to Club Café (209 Columbus Avenue,
Boston, 617.536.0966) from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. A portion of proceeds will benefit
the Boston Living Center, a multi-service agency for those with HIV/AIDS that
has found itself in tough financial shape: in late 2010, it was discovered
that its then-executive director was “misappropriating” funds. We'll
gladly ante up to right that wrong; tickets are $15 in advance at
bostenlivingcenter.org and $20 at the door.

And if you haven't given up your last bit of green, there's Casino
Royale, which will take over Splash Ultra Lounge (150 Kneeland
Street, Boston, 617.426.6397) on Thursday, June 9. Your $100 ticket,
available at elliefund.org/jamesbond, earns you $2,000 in chips to
join the table games; proceeds benefit the breast-cancer nonprofit
The Ellie Fund. The creative-black-tie affair runs from 7 p.m. to 11
p.m., with complimentary Champagne and vodka martinis for the
first two hours. Even if they empty our wallets, here’s hoping each
worthy benefit packs a full house.

—S.A.
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